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Guerrillas reject negotiations with Samper administration
In late June, President Ernesto Samper announced plans for new talks aimed at ending Colombia's
three-decade-old civil war. He promised to demilitarize areas of Colombia to allow rebel leaders to
participate in preliminary negotiations and offered them an amnesty if they did so. But the proposal
was coupled with a major counterinsurgency offensive that Samper billed as a carrot-and-stick
approach to peace (see NotiSur, 07/25/97).
The military operation involving more than 3,000 troops appears to have failed. The heaviest fighting
has taken place in the area of Yari, southeast of Bogota. The army claims it has killed more than 650
guerrillas and captured 1,600 in the offensive. The Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia
(FARC) have scoffed at the army's claim, and the federal prosecutor has ordered the army to provide
a listing of those killed and captured. For now, the rebels have no interest in negotiating with the
Samper government. On Sept. 27, the FARC said that, "at the moment, there are no clear advances
toward reconciliation with the current government," which it accused of trying to force them to the
bargaining table.
The FARC intimated that peace talks will have to await the next administration. The FARC
communique said that guerrillas who have put down their arms in the past and tried to enter
political life had been murdered by the hundreds. "That proves the falsehood of so-called liberty in
Colombia to elect and be elected," read the communique. On Sept. 30, Samper said that Colombia's
democracy is under attack because of a recent surge in political violence, including rebel attacks
against politicians and candidates for local office, aimed at sabotaging the Oct. 26 elections. "We are
witnessing, with grave concern, how the guerrillas have turned democracy into a military target,"
said Samper.
In its communique, the FARC said it only wanted to prevent campaigning "in certain parts of
the country" where elections are "a farce" because they only put corrupt politicians in office.
Nevertheless, both the FARC and the Ejercito de Liberacion Nacional (ELN) have mounted an
unprecedented campaign to disrupt the elections, killing at least 26 candidates and forcing more
than 1,200 to quit races. Balloting for mayors, town councils, and provincial governors has been
canceled in at least 15 of Colombia's 1,077 municipalities, and all candidates have resigned in more
than 80 towns, according to the National Electoral Board.
Several political leaders have called for postponing the elections because of the violence. However,
the government says voting will proceed as scheduled. Amnesty International decries conditions of
internal refugees The London-based human rights group Amnesty International (AI) has accused
the Colombian armed forces, paramilitary groups, and guerrillas of violating human rights by
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forcing the displacement of more than a million people. In its new report, AI says that the number
of internal refugees has increased by 300,000 during the Samper administration. One of every
40 Colombians is living as an internal refugee "because of deliberate strategies by the army, the
paramilitary forces, or the guerrillas, or because of economic interests," reads the report.
"The solution to the violence in Colombia is not military, it is political," said Susan Lee, author of
the report, which was released Oct. 1. "The armed conflict in Colombia has been fed by outside
forces that provide arms to the protagonists, whose disregard for human rights is well- known."
When asked, Lee said she was referring to the US, "among other countries." Lee said Washington's
military aid for the drug war is often used for other purposes, including counterinsurgency
operations. Armed conflict has grown more acute during the Samper administration and is
"characterized by a clear disregard for human rights," said the report. "In the vast majority of cases
the displacement of the civilian population does not occur by chance as an inevitable consequence
of counterinsurgency policy...it is one of the basic strategies used by the armed forces to combat the
guerrillas."
Lee said that thousands of campesinos are forced to flee because of paramilitary attacks against the
guerrillas, and their lands are later sold by the paramilitary to the powerful elite who finance their
operations. The government says the report "lacks complete and up-to-date information regarding
progress on the matter....The Colombian government invites Amnesty International to carry out an
urgent visit to Colombia so it can learn of progress on human rights."

Extradition bill is unacceptable to US
On Sept. 16, the Colombian Senate passed a bill to reinstate extradition, but voted against
making the legislation retroactive. The vote was the sixth of eight votes a proposed constitutional
amendment must undergo. If the bill survives in its current form, there is little chance that jailed
Cali drug lords including Miguel and Gilberto Rodriguez Orejuela, whom US authorities have
repeatedly requested be extradited would ever face trial in a US court. The congressional vote
for extradition without retroactivity was roundly criticized by Samper and other members of his
administration. They are now lobbying legislators to reinstate the provision before the measure is
voted on again in the lower house.
US Ambassador to Colombia Myles Frechette said that the strain in US-Colombian relations is,
in large part, because of the failure to include the retroactive provision in the extradition bill. "If
extradition is not passed with retroactivity, the Colombians will be the ones who suffer most," said
Frechette. He warned that failure to restore a suitable extradition treaty could lead to Colombia
being "decertified" for a third consecutive year. Extradition was banned by the 1991 Constitution
following a bloody campaign by a group calling itself "the extraditables," tied to the late Pablo
Escobar's Medellin cartel. The extraditables are back and again threatening lawmakers who vote
for extradition, especially those who favor making it retroactive. In a recent communique, the group
also threatened journalists who write is support of extradition (see NotiSur, 04/25/97).
Sources in Colombia say that as many as 70 of the Senate's 102 members have received payoffs
from the Cali cartel. And, cartel bosses have threatened to expose anyone who has taken money
and then votes for extradition. US Republican lawmakers call for more military aid Despite the
Clinton administration's decision for two consecutive years to decertify Colombia because of its
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failure to meet US standards in fighting drug trafficking, US aid, especially for anti-drug efforts, has
increased. Several key Republicans in the US House of Representatives called a press conference on
Sept. 17 to say they are asking Congress to authorize US$50 million for three US-made UH-60 Black
Hawk helicopters. The aid would also finance maintenance on the 45 US helicopters the Colombian
security forces already have.
At the same time, the lawmakers who include Benjamin Gilman (R-NY), Dennis Hastert (R-IL), and
Dan Burton (R-IN) praised visiting Colombians Gen. Rosso Jose Serrano, head of the national police,
and Col. Leonardo Gallego, head of anti- drug efforts. Burton, chair of the Government Reform and
Oversight Committee in the House, called Serrano and Gallego "heroes" for their anti-drug efforts.
When the Clinton administration cut off military aid to Colombia earlier this year because of human
rights abuses by the security forces, the Republicans strongly objected, saying such a cutoff would
increase the illegal drugs flowing into the US. Later, after a bilateral agreement to "monitor" the
human rights situation, the aid flow resumed (see NotiSur, 08/22/97).
Those who oppose military aid to Colombia cite human rights abuses against campesinos. Human
rights organizations, including Americas Watch, AI, and the Washington Office on Latin America
(WOLA), have all called for a ban on military aid because of the abuses by Colombian security
forces. WOLA also points out that, despite stepped-up anti-drug operations, including aerial
spraying of coca fields, coca production increased by 32% in 1996. Meanwhile, Gen. Serrano
announced that US anti-drug czar Barry McCaffrey will visit Colombia soon to lend support to
efforts to stop the flow of drugs to the US. It would be the first such visit since then drug czar
Lee Brown went to Colombia in 1993. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 09/17/97; Agence FrancePresse, 09/17/97, 09/18/97; Notimex, 09/18/97, 09/27/97; El Nuevo Herald, 09/26/97, 09/30/97; Reuter,
09/10/97, 09/23/97, 09/25/97, 09/27/97, 09/30/97, 10/01/97; Spanish news service EFE, 09/16/97,
09/29/97, 10/01/97; Associated Press, 09/27/97, 10/01/97; Deutsche Press Agentur, 10/01/97; El Tiempo
(Colombia), 09/19/97, 09/30/97, 10/02/97; The Miami Herald, 10/02/97]
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